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During the 9th and 10th centuries CE, Jainism thrived in the southern 
peninsula, leaving an indelible mark on the region’s art, culture, literature, 
and social fabric. Anaimalai, located just 8 kilometres from Madurai, 

early Pandya period.

On the picturesque hills of Anaimalai, a remarkable collection of Jain 
sculptures from the 9th to 10th century CE can be found. These sculptures, 

under the guidance of the Jain Monk Ajjanandhi. The sculptures, originally 
plastered and painted, have stood the test of time, preserving the rich 
heritage of Jainism in the region.

At the base of these sculptures, inscriptions in ancient scripts such as 
“Tamil,” “Grantha,” and “Vatteluthu” have been discovered, shedding light 

remnants of paintings can still be seen on these sculptures, offering a 
glimpse into the vibrant artistic traditions of the time.

This collection of Tirthankara sculptures in Anaimalai stands as a 

peninsula and serves as a captivating reminder of the region’s cultural and 
religious heritage.

Tirthankara Sculptures – Anaimalai, Tamil Nadu



NAVKAR MANTRA

Namo Arihantanam   I bow down to Arihanta
Namo Siddhanam   I bow down to Siddha
Namo Ayariyanam   I bow down to Acharya
Namo Uvajjhayanam   I bow down to Sadhu and Sadhvi
Eso Panch Namokaro   These five Obeisance
Savva-pavappanasano      Destroy all the sins
Manglananch Savvesim      Amongst all that is auspicious
Padhamam Havei Mangalam     This Navkar Mantra is the foremost

Siyat House
961, Poonamallee High Road

Puraswalkam, Chennai, Tamil Nadu - 600 084
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Founder’s Message
I am pleased to share the aims and activities of the Bhagwan Mahaveer Foundation. 

It is dedicated to recognizing, honouring, and expressing gratitude to individuals and 

In the face of daunting challenges, we have witnessed the remarkable noble and 
dedicated work of numerous individuals and institutions. Their unwavering passion and 

women and children, imparting education and life skills to the vulnerable, rescuing and 
sheltering voiceless animals, these altruistic individuals and institutions have been a 
source of inspiration and hope to all.

The Bhagwan Mahaveer Foundation extends heartfelt gratitude to all these 

1995, the Foundation has been honouring these exceptional efforts through the annual 

two and a half decades, we have presented awards to 88 exceptional individuals and 
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Chief Guest
Chief Guest for 26th Mahaveer Awards 

Presentation Function on 23rd November 2023

SHRI R.N.RAVI
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Bhagwan Mahaveer Foundation

Mahaveer Awards

The Bhagwan Mahaveer Foundation instituted Mahaveer Awards in 1995. The 

• 
• 
• Medicine, 

• 

each with a memento and a citation.

legislators, bureaucrats, educationists, media, social workers, parliamentarians and 

are visited to ascertain the overall genuineness and the positive impact of services 

Ministers etc in formal functions.

presented.
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Trustees

Shri N.Sugalchand Jain,
Founder Trustee

Shri Pramod Jain,
Trustee

Shri Pratik Jain,
Trustee

Shri K.Nanda Kishore,
I.A.S.(Retd.), Advisor

 

Shri Prasanchand Jain,
Managing Trustee

Shri Pravin B.Chheda,
Trustee

Shri Vinodh Kumar,
Trustee
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Field      Scope of Award

• Propagation, Promotion and Practice of Non-violence and Vegetarianism
• Protection and care of animals and birds
• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

Non-violence

Vegetarianism

Medicine

Social Service

Scope of Mahaveer Awards
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Selection Process

Step 1

media, social workers, parliamentarians and other eminent people.

Step 2

a shortlist of the nominations

Step 3

Step 4

evaluate and decide the awardees

Step 5

functions.
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Shri P.Shankar,
I.A.S. (retd.), Former Chief Vigilance

Commissioner

Dr.T.S.Surendran,
Director, Paediatric Ophthalmology,

Sankara Nethralaya

Smt.Girija Vaidyanathan,
I.A.S. (retd.), Former Chief Secretary,

Govt of Tamil Nadu

Shri Kailashmull Dugar,
Former President,

Rajasthani Association, Tamil Nadu

Shri Chinny Krishna,
Co-Founder & Chairman

Blue Cross of India &
Chairman Emeritus FIAPO

Shortlisting Committee Members
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Selection Jury

Poojya Acharya
Shri Chandanaji Maharaj,

Eminent Sanyasini and
Social Reformer

Shri S.Gurumurthy,
Editor – Thuglak,

Part-time Director of RBI

Justice Shri M.N.Venkatachaliah,
Former Chief Justice of India,

Chairman Selection Jury

Shri T.S.Krishnamurthy,
Former Chief Election
Commissioner of India

Shri D.R.Mehta, I.A.S. (retd.),
Former Chairman, Securities
and Exchange Board of India

Prof. B.M.Hegde,
Chairman Bharatiya

Vidya Bhavan,
Mangalore Kendra

Justice Shri G.S.Singhvi,
Former Judge of

Supreme Court of India

Shri Prabhat Kumar,
I.A.S. (retd.),

Former Cabinet Secretary,
Government of India
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2022- 25th Mahaveer Award
His Excellency

Shri Kalraj Mishra
Governor of Rajasthan

2022 – 24th Award
Shri Om Birla

Honourable Speaker
of Lok Sabha

2023 – 26th Mahaveer Award
His Excellency
Shri.R.N.Ravi

Governor of Tamil Nadu

2018 – 21st Award
His Excellency

Shri M.Venkiah Naidu
Vice President of India

2017 – 20th Award
Dr.Subramanian Swamy

Hon’ble Member of Rajya Sabha

2021 – 22nd & 23rd Award
His Excellency

Shri Banwarilal Purohit
Governor of Tamil Nadu

2015 – 18th Award
Shri Thaawarchand Gehlot
Hon’ble Union Minister for

Social Justice & Empowerment
`

2015 – 17th Award
Dr.S.S.Badrinath

Chairman Emeritus
Sankara Nethralaya

2016 – 19th Award
Shri S.Gurumurthy

Editor Thuglak
Part-time Director of RBI

2012 – 15th Award
His Excellency
Dr.K.Rosaiah

Governor of Tamil Nadu

2013 – 16th Award
His Excellency

Shri M.Hamid Ansari
Vice President of India

Chief Guests
of Mahaveer
Award Functions
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2011 – 14th Award
His Excellency

Shri M.K.Narayanan
Governor of West Bengal

2006 – 10th Award
His Excellency

Shri T.N.Chaturvedi
Governor of Karnataka

2000 – 6th Award
Shri P.T.R.Palanivelrajan

Hon’ble Speaker of Tamil Nadu
Legislative Assembly

2008 – 11th& 12th Award
Her Excellency

Smt.Pratibha Patil
President of India

2010 – 13th Award
Prof.M.S.Swaminathan

Chairman Emeritus
M.S.Swaminathan Research Foundation,

Chennai

2003 – 7th & 8th Award
His Excellency

Shri K.R.Malkani
Lt.Governor of Pondicherry

2005 – 9th Award
His Excellency

Shri  Surjeet Singh Barnala
Governor of Tamil Nadu

1998 – 4th Award
His Excellency

Shri Krishan Kant
Vice President of India

1997 – 3rd Award
Shri Karan Singh

Hon’ble Member of 
Rajya Sabha

1999 – 5th Award
Dr.M.Karunanidhi

Hon’ble Chief Minister
Of Tamil Nadu

1995 – 1st Award
His Excellency

Shri K.R.Narayanan
Vice President of India

1996 – 2nd Award
Shri C.Subramaniam
Former Governor of

Maharashtra
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The 26th Mahaveer Awardees

Non-Violence & Vegetarianism
Dhyan Foundation,

New Delhi Represented by 
Shri Amit Jain

Medicine
Jan Swasthya Sahyog,

Chhattisgarh
Represented by 

Dr.Raman Kataria

Education
Friends of Tribals Society,

West Bengal Represented by
Shri Ramesh Saraogi

Community & Social Service
Nongstoin Social Service Society,

Meghalaya Represented by 
Shri James Anderson Syiemlieh
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Dhyan Foundation, New Delhi
Non-Violence & Vegetarianism

in animal welfare, providing food, shelter, treatment to the voiceless and saving 

dogs, cats, rabbits etc and managing over 43 animal shelters and gaushalas across 

border cattle smuggling. 

platforms, it shares valuable information on how to care for street animals, how 

and so on. Their website also has a page on India’s animal welfare laws that can 

businessmen and businesswomen.
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Friends of Tribals Society, West Bengal
Education

school curriculum covers reading, writing, arithmetic, general knowledge, basic 

from the village level to the national level. The entire village participates in its 
activities to provide education to the children.
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Jan Swasthya Sahyog, Chhattisgarh
Medicine

vulnerable tribal groups. 

In the second tier, three village outposts/subcentres are set up catering to the 

interventions. It is equipped with facilities and has been providing low cost care to 
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Nongstoin Social Service Society, Meghalaya
Community & Social Service

life skills and good farming practices and brings about a difference in the lives 
of the underprivileged and marginalized people through economic empowerment, 

and tuberculosis in the area.

children and others.

is facilitating agriculture regeneration measures and promoting integrated farming 

for conservation and preservation of the good traditional practices. It provides 
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New Delhi
Dhyan Foundation

 

West Bengal
Friends of Tribals Society

Chhattisgarh 
Jan Swasthya Sahyog

Meghalaya
Nongstoin Social Service Society

State-wise Distribution of Mahaveer Awards since inception
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State/ UT

Andhra
Pradesh

Arunachal
Pradesh

Assam

Bihar

Chhattisgarh

New Delhi

Gujarat

Haryana

Jharkhand

Karnataka

Non-Violence & Vegetarianism

1.Visakha Society for
Protection and Care of Animals,
Visakhapatnam in 2015

1. Smt. Maneka Gandhi, People
for Animals in 1999
2. Federation of Indian Animal
Protection Organisations in 2021
3. Dhyan Foundation in 2023

1. Shri Bharat Amritlal Kothari,
Rajpur in 2008

1. Shri Dayananda Swamiji,
Bengaluru in 2011
2. Compassion Unlimited Plus
Action, Bengaluru in 2016

Education

1. Shri Sathya Narayanan
Mundayoor, Founder Lohit Youth
Library Network, Tezu in 2022

1. Dr.Sapam Nabakishore Singh,
Silchar in 2016

1. Shri Anand Kumar,
Super 30, Patna in 2018

1. Panchmahal Anusuchit Jati
Education Trust, Adadara in 2021
2. Manav Kalyan Trust, Navsari in 2021

1. Mahila Abhivruddhi Mattu
Samrakshana Samsthe,
Belgaum in 2022

Awardees
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Community  & Social Service

1. Dr. S V Adinarayana Rao, 
Director General – Prema Hospital,
Visakhapatnam in 2003

1. Shri Ramakrishna Mission Hospital, 
Ita Nagar in 2012

1. Veerayatan, Rajgir in 1995
2. Acharya Dr.Kishore Kunal,
Patna in 2008

1. Shri Ramakrishna Mission, Bastar in 1996
2. Smt. Phoolbasanbai Yadav, 
Rajnandgaon in 2015
3. Smt. Shamshad Begum, Durg in 2016

1. Arpana Research & Charities
Trust, Karnal in 2017

1. Bharat Sevashram Sangha, 
Jamshedpur in 2003
2. Vikas Bharti, Ranchi in 2015

1. Swami Vivekananda Youth Movement,
Saragur in 2005
2. Swami Vivekananda Integrated Rural
Health Centre, Pavagada in 2010

Women Social
entrepreneur

1. Smt. Shyamalatha
Mohan Raj in 2021

Total

2

2

2

3

4

5

3

1

3

6

Medicine

1. Dr. R. Ravi Kannan, 
Silchar in 2013

1. Jan Swasthya
Sahyog,
Bilaspur in 2023

1. Dr.Shiv Kumar
Sarin in 2008

1. Dr.Anant Sinha,
Ranchi in 2012

1. Dr. H Sudarshan,
Vivekananda Girijana
Kalyana Kendra,
Yelandur in 2003

Awardees
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Kerala

Madhya
Pradesh

Maharashtra

Manipur

Meghalaya

Nagaland

Odisha

Punjab

Non-Violence & Vegetarianism

1. Late Dr.Nemichand Jain, 
Indore in 2003
2
Sagar in 2013

1. Shri Ratanlal C Bafna,
Jalgaon in 1997
2. Sadhu Vaswani Mission, 
Pune in 1998
3. Dr. Kalyan Motilal Gangwal, 
Pune in 2000

1. Action for Protection of
Wild Animals, Kendrapara
in 2008

1. Baba Palla Singh Goushala,
Baba Bakala Town in 2021

Education

1. The Indian Planetary
Society, Mumbai in 2011

1. Kalinga Institute of
Social Sciences,
Bhubaneswar in 2012

Awardees
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Community  & Social Service

1. Gramin Adiwas Samaj Vikas Sansthan,
Sausar in 2021
2. Sewadham Ashram, Ujjain in 2021

1. Shri Anna Hazare, Ralegaon in 1997
2. Dr. Prakash Murlidar Amte &
Dr.Mandakini Prakash Amte,
Hemalkasa in 1998
3. Snehalaya Social Charitable Trust,
Solapur in 2011
4. Society for Education, Action & Research
in Community Health, Gadchiroli in 2022

1. Rural Health Organisation, 
Imphal in 2018

1. Nongstoin Social Service Society,
Nongstoin in 2023

1. Nagaland Gandhi Ashram,
Chuchuyimlang in 2022

Women Social
entrepreneur Total

1

6

10

1

1

1

2

1

Medicine

1. Pain and Palliative
Care Society,
Kozhikode in 2021

1. Dr. M.C. Nahata,
Indore in 2017
2. Sadguru Netra
Chikitsalaya, Chitrakoot
in 2022

1. Dr.Sharadkumar Dicksheet M.D,
Dr.Sharadkumar Dicksheet
Charitable Trust (India),
Pune in 2006
2. Mahatma Gandhi Institute of
Medical Sciences,
Sevagram in 2008

Awardees
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State/ UT

Rajasthan

Tamil Nadu

Telangana

Tripura

Uttarakhand

West Bengal

           Total

Non-Violence & Vegetarianism

1. Shri Siddharaj Dhaddha, 
Jaipur in 2005
2. Animal Aid Charitable Trust,
Udaipur in 2017
3. People for Animals,
Sirohi in 2022

1. Shri S Jagannathan &
Smt.Krishnammal
Jagannathan, 
Gandhigram in 1996
2. Blue Cross of India, 
Chennai in 2015
3. Dr.Shiranee Pereira,
People For Animals,
Chennai in 2018

1. Shri Jasraj Shrishrimal,
Hyderabad in 2022

1. Shri Chiranjee Lal Bagra,
Kolkata in 2012

                              22

Education

1. Marudhar Mahila
Shikshan Sangh
Khimel in 2003
2. Gandhi Vidya Mandir,
Churu in 2013

1. Shri Avinashilingam
Education Trust Institutions,
Coimbatore in 1998
2. Vivekananda Rock Memorial
& Vivekananda Kendra,
Kanyakumari in 2003
3. Shri Sarada Ashram,
Ulundhurpet in 2015
4. Kasthurba Gandhi Kanya
Gurukulam, Vedaraniam in 2015
5. AIM for Seva, Chennai in 2017

1. Uttarakhand Seva Nidhi
Paryavaran Shiksha Sansthan,
Almora in 2005

1. Friends of Tribal Society, 
Kolkatta in 2023

                                  17

Awardees
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Community  & Social Service

1. Bhagwan Mahaveer
Viklang Sahayata Samiti, Jaipur in 1999
2. Shri Rajmal S Jain, Pali in 2006
3. Shri Karni Nagar Vikas Samiti,
Kota in 2010
4. Smt. Sushila Bohra, Jodhpur in 2013

1. Amar Seva Sangam,
Tirunelveli in 2008

1.Tripura Adivashi Mahila Samithy, 
Agartala in 2000

                                  27

Women Social
entrepreneur

    1

Total

9

16

2

1

2

4

88

Medicine

1. Dr. G Venkataswamy
Chairman – Aravind Eye Hospital
& Post Graduate Institute of
Ophthalmology, Madurai in 1999
2. Cancer Institute (WIA), 
Chennai in 2000
3. Dr. S S Badrinath, President &
Chairman, Sankara Nethralaya,
Chennai in 2006
4. Tribal Health Initiative,
Dharmapuri in 2010
5. Voluntary Health Services, 
Chennai in 2011
6. Dr. R.V. Ramani, Sankara
Eye Institutions,
Coimbatore in 2016
7. Jeevodaya Hospice for
Cancer Patients, Chennai in 2021

1. Bhagwan Mahavir Jain Relief
Foundation Trust,
Hyderabad in 2018

1. Dr. Sunil Sanon,
Mussorrie in 2015

1. Sane and Enthusiast Volunteers’
Association of Calcutta, 
Kolkata in 2015
2. Vivekananda Mission
Asram Netra Niramay Niketan, 
Haldia in 2022

                          21

Awardees
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Mahaveer  Award for Essays
The Bhagwan Mahaveer Foundation felt the desire and need to acquaint the 

The 6th Mahaveer Award for Essays Prize Distribution Function

Cumulative (From 2016)

Rs.20.34 lakhs Total prize money distributed

24538
College students

 participated

95778
School students

participated

120316
Total 

 participants
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Establishment of Charitable Institutions:

Singhvi Charitable Trust:Estd in 1974

medicines, spectacles and food are distributed to the patients.

organised.

camps.

the poor people to undergo medical treatment, give medicines etc. Amount of 
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5.    

affordable cost. 
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Jinendra Jeevdaya Kendra, Uthukottai, Chennai

the cause of animals. An animal welfare shelter was being run in a 3.5 acres land 
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Dr.B.Shamoondeswari, IPS, DIGP and Joint Commissioner participated
in the bird feeding activity with Shri N.Sugalchand Jain

Pigeon Feeding
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Vidhya Jyothi Trust: Estd in 2000

1. SJNS Jain Group Of Schools

the examinations, the school ensures that the students also be given value based 
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2. MITS Mahaveer Institute of Technology & Science 

affordable education in the region.
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Other activities of the Trust are:
1.  Provide scholarship to deserving students

6. Donation of school buildings

Smt.Chandrabai Computer Literacy Programme in 
G.U.P.S. Shivpura Girls School, Rajasthan
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Jains India Trust: Estd in 2002

students

Shri N.Sugalchand Jain handing over scholarship 
cheque to student
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Ganadipathy Tulsi’s Jain Engineering College (Gtec)

in the fundamentals and strives to inculcate high professionalism and ethical 
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Empathy Foundation: Estd in 2005
 trust based in Mumbai and the 

educational infrastructure and in providing Healthcare services in rural Maharashtra 
and in the slum areas of Greater Mumbai. The Foundation has constructed more than 

and 

 •  Provision of solar lights both home and street lights in remote villages
                 of Maharashtra •  
                 bore wells
 •  

Matoshri Jijabhai High School
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Summary of CSR Activities of Sugal Group 

communities.

Charitable Trusts Entities for CSR activities

Singhvi Charitable
Trust
Estd. 1974

Bhagwan Mahaveer
Foundation Estd 1994

Vidhya Jyothi Trust
Estd. 2000

JainsIndia Trust
Estd 2002

Empathy Foundation

Sayarbai Educational
and Charitable Trust

People for Animals,
Chennai

• Entities for CSR activities
• Singhvi Scan & Diagnostic Centre
• Rural and Inhouse Eye and dental Camps
• Pigeon feeding
• Assistance for heart surgery, other treatment and medicines
• Contributions and support to NGOs
• Monthly pension to needy Jains
• Swach Bharat activities in Rajasthan

SJNS Jain Group of Schools
• SJNS Jain Matriculation Higher Secondary School,Chennai
• SJNS Jain Nursery and Primary School, Chennai (Big Street, Triplicane)
• SJNS Jain Nursery and Primary School, Chennai (Ponnappa Lane, Triplicane)

MITS Colleges
• Mahaveer Institute of Technology & Science, Jadan, Rajasthan
• MITS Science, Arts and Commerce College, Jadan, Rajasthan

• Provide scholarship to deserving students
• Smt.Chandrabai Computer Literacy Programme in Pali, Rajasthan
• Adopting Schools and providing infrastructure to government schools
  in Rajasthan

• Scholarship to Jain students
• Stipend to students for higher studies in Jainology

• Constructed around 240 school buildings and handed over to Govt of
  Maharashtra

• Ganadipathy Tulsi’s Jain Engineering College, Vellore
• Maharishi Vidya Mandir, Vellore

• Jinendra Jeevdaya Kendra, Uthukottai

• Mahaveer Awards for Essays for School and College students
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The Inspiration

Smt.S.Chandra Bai



BHAGWAN MAHAVEER FOUNDATION

A happy moment capturing the essence of family, on the engagement of 



JOYOUS OCCASION

Shri N.Sugalchand Jain, the mentor of institutions, SJNS Jain MHSS Chennai, SJNS N & 
P Schools Chennai, MVM School Vellore, MITS College Pali, GTec College Vellore, Avvai   
Home Chennai, celebrated his 80th birthday with the students and faculty.


